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PRE- 


PREFACE. 


P  |  ^  O  make  foolifli  Apologies  for 
|  a  weak  Performance,  is  fill 
more  foolifh  than  the frf  Attempt  : 
But  to  conf  efs  our  Faults  may  deferve 
fome  Pardon.  Let  me  then ,  in  the 
honefl  Spirit  of  old  Montaigne,  thus 
publickly  acknowledge  my  own  Folly. 

The  EffeEls  of  Chrifianity  on  Hu¬ 
man  Nature  (by  which  I  mean  the 
Bulk  and  Generality  of  Mankind, 
exclufive  of  Princes  and  Politicians, 
who  ufe  it  only  as  a  Tool  of  State)  is 
a  SubjeSl  well  worth  enquiring  into. 

A  compleater  Sketch  of  this  I  de- 
fgnd  ;  but  ill  Health,  with  its  con - 
fattt  melancholy  Attendant,  languid 
Spirits,  the  TV, ant  of  eafy  Recourfe  to 
the  neceffary  Books,  and  an  obftinate 

D  if  order 


PREFACE. 

Dif order  of  my  Eyes  ( daily  increaj- 
ingj  fo  as  to  render  even  Reading  very 
painful y  and,  W riting  almofl  imprac - 
ticahle ,  have  convinc'd  me  of  the 
'Truth  of  my  old  Friend  Horace’ s  Ad¬ 
vice  y  to  confider  firfy  cc  Quid  valeant 
humeri,  quid  ferre  recufent  ?  ” 
However ,  if  I  fhall  excite  any 
one  who  labours  not  under  the  fame 
Difficulties  to  undertake  it ,  I  fhall 
think  I  have  done  S ervice  to  Religion 
in  general ;  and  jhould  hope  that 
other  Infirmaries,  as  well  as  that 
to  whofe  Ufa  this  Difcourfe  is  parti- 
cularly  devoted ,  may  fnd  their  Ac¬ 
count  in  it. 

I  intended  to  have  given  fome  par¬ 
ticular  View  of  the  humane  Alte¬ 
rations  made  in  the  Civil  Law  after 
the  Empire  became  Christian.  I 
alfo  dejignd  fome  Accounts  of  the 
Foundations  of  Hospitals  for  the 
Sick 5  from  the  Times  of  primitive 
Chrifianity )  when  they  fir  ft  began  , 
for ,  great  and  generous  as  toe  Greeks 

and 


\ 


PREFACE. 

and  Romans  were,  they  had  no  fuch 
Inf  it  ut  ions  among  them . 

j But  the  Reafons  above  given  mu  ft 
he  again  my  Excufe :  If  it  jha'l pleafe 
God  hereafter  (beyortd  my  prefent 
ExpeBation J  to  reft  ore  me  to  fuch  a 
State  0/ Health  and  Strength  of  Sight, 
as  may  render  me  capable  of  purfuinv 
thefe  PLANS ,  they  jhall  be  apply  d 
to  the  Benefit  of  the  Infirmary, 
which  fir fi  gave  them  Birth. 


Creek, 
OElob.  a  7, 
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ISAIAH  xxix.  1 9. 

The  Meek  alfo  Jhall  increafe  their  Joy 
in  the  Lord ;  and  the  Poor  among 
Men  Jhall  rejoice  in  the  holy  One  of 

Ifracl. 

H  E  S  E  Words  are,  I  think,  gene- 
1  rally  allow’d  to  be  a  Prophecy  of 
what  fhould  come  to  pafs  after  the 
Appearance  of  the  Messiah;  and  tho’ 
from  the  Perverfenefs  of  Mankind  it  may  not 
already  have  had  its  entire  and  full  Comple¬ 
tion,  yet  that  Chriftianity,  even  in  this  cor¬ 
rupt  World,  has  gone  very  far  towards  the 
fulfilling  of  it,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  fhew  in 
the  following  Difcourfe,  which  will  naturally 
lead  me,  in  the  Application ,  to  the  Purpofe  of 
our  PRESENT  MEETING. 

RELIGION ,  true  or  falfe,  good  or 
bad,  will  neceffarily  have  a  great  Influence 
over  the  Minds,  Tempers,  and  Manners  of 
the  Nations  that  profefs  it :  Even  thofe  who 
may  doubt  of,  or  di [believe  it,  will  hill  find 
the  Effects  of  it  in  their  Thoughts,  their  Be¬ 
haviour,  and  their  A&ions.  Mankind,  fo 
are  we  made,  are  much  more  eafily  led  by 

B  2  Example 


[  2  j 

Example  than  convinc’d  or  perfuaded  by  the 
jufteft  Reasoning ;  and  God  feems  to  have 
adapted  fome  of  his  Dealings  with  us  to  this 
Frailty  of  our  Nature. 

Chriftianky  is  the  Religion  of  univerfal 
Love  and  Benevolence,  not  confined  to  any 
one  Nation,  Sedt,  or  Party  of  Men ;  but,  like 
the  Goodnefs  of  the  Almighty,  extended  to 
all  his  Creatures.  To  love  one  another  is  the 
Law  and  the  Prophets.  Let  us  fee  then 
what  EfFedt  this  benign  Religion  has  had  on 
human  Nature. 

The  Jews,  tied  up  by  their  Ceremonial 
Laws,  forbidden  the  Intercourfe  of  Marriage 
with  other  Nations,  and  by  feveral  of  their 
legal  Rites,  defignedly  as  it  were,  feparated 
from  the  reft  of  Mankind,  look’d  upon 
ihemfelves  as  the  only  Favourites  of  Heaven  , 
and  beheld  with  Contempt  the  other  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Earth.  This  religious  Severity 
and  Morofenefs,  while  they  kept  up  ftridtly 
to  their  Lav/,  made  them  the  Hatred  and 
Contempt  of  the  other  Nations,  (a)  Yet  thefe 
Jewst  thus  prejudic’d  again  ft  the  reft  of  human 
Kind,  when  the  Light  of  the  GOSPEL 
fhiii  d  among  them,  how  were  they  changed  ? 
Some  who  had  once  been  the  moft  bigotted 
Zealots  for  their  Law,  then  began  to  love  the 
Gentiles  %  they  not  only  with  open  Arms  re¬ 
ceiv’d 

(a)  There  is  no  Occafion  here  to  repeat  the  contemptuous 
Things  which  Horace ,  Tacitus,  and  Juvenal  have  faid  con¬ 
cerning  the  JEWS,  iincethof©  Paffages  are  fo  generally  knows®. 


.[  3  ] 

eivM  them  as  their  Brethren,  but  fuffer’d  all 
Hardships,  and  run  thro'  all  Hazards  to  con-  * 
vert  them,  (a)  Such  was  the  Effect  of  our 
Saviour’s  mild  and  Godlike  Precepts. 

And  if  we  look  into  the  Pagan  World  we 
fhall  find  this  Influence  (till  more  remarkable. 
Many  of  their  Religions  feem’d  to  have  been 
founded  on  Cruelty  and  Barbarity ;  human 
Sacrifices,  cutting  and  flafhing  their  own 
Limbs,  were  the  Means  they  thought  to 
pleafe  their  fanguinary  Gods.  Their  Laws 
too  have  the  fame  inhuman  Caft,  as  mud  be 
evident  to  every  one  who  confiders  their  Cuf- 
toms  ;  and  efpecially  the  expofing  of  Infants, 
the  Inhumanity  us’d  to  Prifoners  of  War; 
and  above  all,  the  deteftable  Treatment  of 
their  Slaves,  which  included  almoft  half 
Mankind.  Such  was  the  State  of  the  World 
when  the  compajfionate  Saviour  condefcended 
to  make  his  firft  Appearance  in  it. 

Some  of  the  Philofophers  indeed  had  made 
elegant  Difcourfes  on  the  Beauty  of  Virtue, 
the  Charms  of  Philanthropy,  and  the  Plea- 
lures  of  difmterefted  Benevolence.  But,  alas ! 
as.  they  had  no  Authority,  thefe  elegant 
Difcourfes  had  little  or  no  Influence  on  the 
Bulk  and  Generality  of  Mankind.  Let  us 
then  compare  this  with  the  efficacious  Influ¬ 
ence  of  the  Apoftolical  Doftrines. 

Among 

{a)  Of  this  St.  Paul  is  an  illuflrious  Example,  and  the 
Proof  of  this  Aflertion  from  his  Epiftles,  and  the  A&s  of 
the  ApollJes,  are  too  well  known  to  need  being  particularly 


Among  the  primitive  Chriftians  every 
Thing  was  in  common ,  (a)  they  receiv’d  and 
took  Care  of  the  Foundlings  deferted  by 
their  Heathen  Parents,  they,  without  confining 
themfelves  like  the  Jews  to  one  particular  Sed: 
or  Nation,  look’d  upon  all  their  Fellow- 
Creatures  as  their  Brethren.  And  perhaps 
this  unherfal  Charity,  that  Chriftianity  fpread 
among  its  Followers,  was,  after  the  miracu¬ 
lous  Gifts  God  indulg’d  at  that  Time  to  his 
Church,  one  of  the  greatefi  Means  of  the 
extend ve  and  wonderful  Propagation  of  the 

Gofpeh 


(a)  This  fully  appears  from  the  following  Texts  of  Scrip- 
lure.  Ms  ii.  44,  45.  ditto  Ch.  iv.  32,  33,  34,  35,  36,  37. 

This  abfolute  Community  of  Goods  was  peculiar  to  the 
Converts  at  Jerufalem  and  the  neighbouring  Parts  of  Judaa% 
as  appears  from  thofe  Exhortations  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Gentile 
Chriftians ,  which  evidently  fuppofe  diftinft  Property  among 

THEM. 

Thus  among  the  Corinthians  every  Lord’s  Day^  when  the 
faithful  met  together,  every  one  offered  what  he  had  fet  a-part 
from  the  Gain  of  the  preceding  Week  lor  charitable  Ufes, 
1  Cor.  xvi.  2,  3.  But  the  Adminiftration  of  fuch  Offerings 
requiring  more  Attendance  than  the  other  Occupations  of  the 
Apoftles  could  allow  them,  they  thought  proper  to  inftitute 
fubordinate  Minifters  for  the  Diftribution  of  thofe  Alms. 
Hence  arofe  the  Order  of  Deacons ,  Aids  vi. 

And  which  is  Hill  mere  to  our  prefent  Purpofe,  for  the  Sake 
of  taking  Care  of  the  Sick,  among  other  Works  of  Mercy, 
the  Apoitles  themfelves  inftituted  another  Order  of  Deacon- 
eftes,  one  of  whofe  principal  Employments  was  to  attend  and 
affift  the  Women  among  the  Faithful  in  their  Difeafes  and  Dif- 
treffes.  That  this  Order  was  eftablilh’d  by  the  Apoftles,  ap¬ 
pears  from  Rom.  xvi.  1 ,  &c.  It  continued  in  the  Greek  Church 
’till  the  End  of  the  12th  Century,  and  in  the  Latin  ’till  the 
loth  or  1  ith. 


Gofpel.  ( a )  Harrafs’d  by  Perfecutions,  betray’d 
by  the  ^  Jews,  from  whom  their  Doctrine 
originally  fprang,  and  with  whom  the  Hea¬ 
thens  too  frequently,  too  fatally,  and  too 
iindi ft ingui (hi ngly  mixt  them;  ( 'b )  yet  even 

then 


M  A  very  Iearned  Man  exprefles  his  Surprize,  that  they 
who  have  written  concerning  the  Manner  in  which  Chriftianity 
was  propagated,  have  molt  of  them  omitted  the  conftant 
\ftan‘y  praftifed  among  its  Profeffors.  The  Emperor  Julian 
having  obferv  d  this  Order  and  Charity ,  and  that  it  war*  con¬ 
tributed  to  unite  the  Chriftians  to  one  another,  and  to  increafe 
their  Mumber,  de(iSn=d  to  introduce  it  into  Paganifm.  in 
View  he  intended  to  fet  up  Schools  in  every  Town,  and  to 

erearrufp^a  Snwhere  the  Po0r  and  Sick  misht  be  taken  Care 
of  me  Chriftians,  as  he  (hid,  had  maintained  themfelves, 

and  mcreafed  m  the  Midft  of  Perfecutions,  by  fuch  Meant,  as 
much  more  proper  to  work  upon  the  common  People  than 
mere  Reafonmg  We  have////  remaining  a  Letter  of  his  to 
Arfatius ,  Pontiff  of  Galatta,  m  which  he  orders,  that  He 
as  wel  as  M  other  Magistrates  of  the  Provinces,  lhould  take 
Care  to  ereft  I  N  FIR  MARIES  in  Imitation  of  the 
Chriftians  for  the  Sick  and  Poor,  and  affigns  Part  of  the 
Ke  venue  of  each  Province,  where  fuch  INflRMARIFS 
lhould  bo  ereaed,  fur  their  Support.  Epift.  49.  Edit . 
Ians,  1630.  m  4to.  y 

(h)  All  who  have  enquired  into  the  Hiftory  of  the  firtl 
Ages  of  the  Church,  mult,  1  think,  allow  that  the  Confpi- 

?fC'eS,0f  ‘he,  3™  ?Sain‘l  Reman  Governors,  and  the 
Mftafc  of  the  Heathens  in  looking  upon  the  Chriftians  as 
only  a  particular  Sell  of  that  Nation ,  involved  the  Difciples  of 

ofZc?  M  1 ^ecutmns  which  the  Jews  under  the  Leading 
of  falfe  Meffiahs  (who  at  that  Time  frequently  fprang  up)  dl 
Jer*vedly  drew  upon  themfelves.  6 

This  particularly  appears  in  the  Reign  of  Adrian,  when  the 
Rebellion  of  the  Jew,  under  Barchocab  brought  upon  then. 

every6 yearPftrnCUtIOn  f‘°m  the  R‘,’”an  Emperor,  which  they 
every  Year  mil  commemmorate  by  a  nnhUrlr  • 

Miftake  of  the  Gentiles  (till  continued?  lien  after  he  Ernnl 

rors  became  Chriftians.  But  it  arofe  only  from  the  greaX 

fjorance  of  the  Remans,  relating  to  the  Jewijh  Religion. 

Even 


then  under  all  thefe  Hardfnips  they  inculcated, 
and  with  Succefs  too ,  beyond  the  greateft  of 
the  Pagan  Philofophers,  that  univerjal  Cha¬ 
rity  which  is  the  great  Chara&eriftick  of  our 
Holy  Religion.  This  was  their  State  even 

under  PERSECUTION. 

But  when  by  the  Providence  of  God  Chrifti- 
anity  became  the  ruhng  Religion  of  the  Roman 
Empire,  that  good  Nature,  which  is  the  Foun¬ 
dation  of  it,  had  all  the  wifh’d  for  Effedts. - 

Thofe  human  Sacrifices  already  mentioned, 
that  Expofition  of  Infants,  and  the  other  bar¬ 
barous  Practices  of  the  Gentile  Religion,  were 

at 

Even  Auguflm,  who  had  given  them  Leave  to  profefs  it  thro 
all  the  Provinces  of  his  Empire,  was  yet  fo  ignorant  of  it  as 
to  imagine  they  failed  on  the  Sabbath.  This  appears  by  a 
Fragment  of  one  of  his  Letters  to  Tiberius :  “  Ne  Judins 
*e  quideoi,  mi  Tiberi ,  tarn  diligenter  Sabbathis  jejunium  fer- 
vat,  quam  ego  hodie  fervavi.”  —  ft  is  dill  mare  furprifmg, 
that  this  Ignorance  fhould  continue  down  fo  low  as  the  Times 
of  JHonoritfs,.  in  which  a  Roman  Conful  Governor  of  Rome,  has 
<nven  this  Account  of  the  Jews. 

“  Reddimus  obfesenae  convicia  debita  Genti, 

««  Quse  genitale  caput  propudiofa  meat. 

“  Radix  ftultitise  ;  cui  frigida  Sabbata  curae, 

*(  Sed  Cor  frigidius  Religione  fua  elh. 

Septima  quacqtie  Dies  turpi  damnata  veterno,, 

44  Tanquam  laffati  mollis  imago  Dei. 

<«  Ceetera  mendacis  deliramenta  ca-taftas, 

“  Nec  Pueros  omnes  credere  poffe  reor. 

“  Atque  utinam  nunquam  Judaea  fubadla  fuifTet, 

“  Pompeij  Kellis,  imperioque  Tili  ! 

((  Latins  excifas  Gentis  contagia  ferpunt, 

Viclorefque  fuos  Natio  vi6la  premit. 

Rutilii  Inner ar him. 


at  once  (a)  abolifhed.  Then  we  find 
INFIRMARIES  ( b )  were  rais’d,  whole 
Orders  (c)  of  Men  eftablithed  for  the  Care 
of  the  Poor  and  Sick :  Some  of  which,  tho’ 
much  corrupted,  much  perverted  from  their 
original  Ufe  by  ambitious  Princes,  and  more 
ambitious  [d)  Priefts,  are  Jlill  remaining  in  the 
Roman  Church.  (^) 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  unhappy  Difputes 
upon  fpeculative  Points,  which  about  this 
Time  arofe  in  the  Church,  may  be  ofier’d  as 
an  Objection  to  that  Benevolence  I  have  been 

C  endea- 

i 

[a)  This  is  plain  from  the  Roman  Laws  Jlill  remaining. 
And  when  the  Emperor  Confiantine  had  given  Leave  for  the 
Faithful ,  to  bequeath  Eftates  in  Land  to  the  Church,  the 
Fourth  Part  of  it  was  continually  applied  to  the  Poor. 

[h)  We  have  dill  extant  an  Oration  of  St.  Gregory  Nazi  an • 
zen,  which  he  pronounced  on  a  Foundation  of  an  Infirmary 
for  Lepers,  by  his  Friend  St.  Bafl.  This  is  the  Sixteenth  of 
his  Orations,  and  there  are  feveral  other  Proofs  in  his  Works 
and  Life,  that  Hofpitals  for  the  Sick  were  frequent  and  nu¬ 
merous  in  the  fourth  Century. 

(c)  From  hence  arofe  the  famous  Order  of  the  Knights  of 
Malta ,  who  were  at  firfi  but  fimple  Hofpitalers,  founded  at 
'Jerufalem  by  fome  private  Genoefe  Merchants. 

From  hence  alfo  arofe  the  Canons  regular  of  St.  Anthony  ; 
who,  like  the  Foundation  of  St.  Bafil  for  Lepers,  were  ob¬ 
liged  only  to  take  Care  of  thofe  troubled  with  the  Eryfipela?, 
from  thence  commonly  called  St.  Anthony's  Fire. 

(d)  See  the  celebrated  and  very  learned  Father  Paul's  Trea- 
tife  Of  Beneficiary  Matters  and  here  it  may  not  be  altogether 
unacceptable  to  the  Curious,  who  are  Strangers  to  the  Origi¬ 
nal,  to  acquaint  them,  that  the  third  Edition,  tranflated  into 
Englifh  from  the  Italian,  has  lately  been  re-publilh’d  in  Odavo, 
together  with  the  Life  of  Father  Paul ,  by  Mr.  Bookman t  ne¬ 
ver  before  printed. 

(e)  For  the  later  Ages,  fee  Mur  a  tori  in  his  An  ti^ui  fates 
Italic#,  Tom.  3.  Diff,  37, 
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endeavouring  to  (hew,  that  Chriftianity  hath 
introduced  into  the  World,  The  Perfecu- 
tions  of  the  ARIA  NS  and  ORTHO¬ 
DOX,  do  indeed  make  a  great  Figure  in 

Ecclejiaftical  Hifiory .  — - - -  But  if  we 

confider  the  Thing,  and  View  it  with 
more  Exaffnefs ,  we  fhal!  find,  I  believe,  the 
Bulk  of  Mankind  but  little  concerned  in  all 
thole  Tumults,  which  make  lo  frightful  an 
Appearance  to  us  in  Writing. 

The  Bufinefs  of  Hiftorians  is  to  relate  only 
the  remarkable  Accidents  and  Adions  that 
happened  in  their  Time.  Wars,  Rebellions, 
Infurredions  and  Banifhments,  when  follow¬ 
ing  clofe  upon  one  another  in  the  Narration 
of  the  Whiter,  amaze  the  Reader,  and  yet 
perhaps  that  which  we  look  upon  almoft  as  a 
Prodigy  from  their  Relations,  was  hardly  felt 
at  the  Time  (a)  it  happened.  Princes,  No¬ 
bles, 

(a)  This  is  a  Remark  of  the  famous  Cardinal  Des  Retzt 
who  feems  to  have  felt  it  by  his  own  Experience :  For  having 
been  ■principally  concern’d  in  all  the  Tumults  of  the  civil 
Wars  of  Paris ,  and  living  many  Years  afterwards,  when 
numberlefs  Accounts  of  thole  Affairs  had  been  publilhed,  and 
he  came  to  write  his  own  Memoirs,  the  Exaggerations  that  he 
met  with  of  Accidents  which  had  happened  in  his  own  Time 
and  Memory,  drew  the  above-mention  d  Refledlion  from  him. 
A  Reflection,  which  I  think  fhould  be  always  prefent  to  our 
Minds,  when  we  read  the  Hiftory  of  paft  Traniadtions. 

The  Hiftorianfi,  who  lhall  live  three  or  four  hundred  Years 
hence,  will  not  perhaps  find  even  this  Age  barren,  they  will 
fay  of  it  what  we  fay  of  the  preceding ;  and  if  thofe  who 
liv’d  two  or  three  Centuries  ago,  were  to  fee  the  Accounts  of 
their  own  Age,  they  would  be  much  furprized,  and  perhaps 
afk  each  other,  “  where  were  we  when  thefe  extraordinary 
'Things  were  tranfafted  ?  ” 
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bles,  Biihops,  Men  who  profefs’d  Chriftianity 
only  as  the  Way  to  (a)  Preferment,  might 
make  a  Buftle  in  the  World,  while  the  Men  of 
middling  and  more  private  Stations,  which  are 
always  the  greateft  Number,  faw  all  thefe 
Storms  pafs  quietly  over  their  Heads,  and  qui¬ 
etly  enjoy’d  that  Liberty  and  Eafe ,  which  the 
Alterations  of  the  Laws,  occafioned  by 
Chriftianity  ^  had  every  where  produced. 

And  if  we  then  turn  our  Eyes  to  the 
Northern  Nations,  who  about  that  Time  in¬ 
vaded  the  Roman  Empire,  we  fhall  find  that 
Chriftianity,  when  propagated  among  them, 
foftened  even  thofe  rude  and  favage  Minds. 
It  would  be  too  long  upon  this  Gccafion  to 
enter  ( b)  into  Particulars ;  but  whoever  fhall 

C  2  pleafe 

(a)  That  fuch  were  the  People  who  made  the  great  Diftur- 
bance  in  the  fourth  Century,  is  too  plain  to  require  any  Proof. 
The  famous  faying  of  Symmachus ,  that  if  they  would  make 
him  Bilhop  of  Rome ,  he  would  be  a  Chriltian  too,  is  one 
Proof;  but  for  more,  fee  Ammianus  Marce  llinus,  generally 
allow'd  to  be  a  moll  impartial  Hiliorian,  which  has  led  fome 
Men  of  Learning  even  to  doubt  whether  he  was  a  Chriltian 
or  a  Pagan,  how  little  Reafon  foever  there  was  for  fuch  a 
Debate. 

(b)  To  enter  into  them  would  indeed  require  a  Volume  ; 
but  whoever  fhall  have  Curiolity  enough  to  enquire  about  this 
Subject,  may  be  fully  fatisfied  in  that  very  learned  Work  of 
the  famous  Seignior  Mur  atari ,  entitled.  Anti  quit  at  es  Italics 
medii  anji.  And  as  to  the  State  of  Servitude  in  particular, 
compared  with  the  State  of  it  under  the  Romans ,  they  will 
find  it  curioufly  treated  of  in  the  i  3  Dilf.  of  the  1  It  Tome. 

I  mult  beg  Leave  to  add  one  more  Remark,  as  it  in  a  par*- 
ticular  Manner  relates  to  this  Nation,  <viz.  “  That  the  abolifn- 
“  ing  the  barbarous  and  fuperltitious  Methods  of  Trials  ufed 
4<  among  the  Heathen  Saxons ,  and  the  general  Eltablifhment 
“  of  that  great  Guardian  of  our  Liberties,  Trials  by  Jury,  is 

undeniably  owing  to  the  Influence  of  Chriftianity.” 
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pleafe  to  compare  the  few  Remains  of  their 
antient  Laws,  that  are  ftill  to  be  found,  with 
the  Alterations  made  fince  our  Religion  pre¬ 
vail’d  amongft  them,  muft,  I  think,  fully 
agree  with  me,  that  Chriftianity  hath  HU¬ 
MAN  I Z  ’  D  Mankind. 

Thus  then  <c  The  Meek  have  increafed  in 
cc  Joy  in  the  Lord,”  as  the  Prophet  had 
foretold. 

€C  The  Sou /  of  Man ,  faid  a  primitive  Doc^ 
£C  tor,  is  naturally  ChrifianT  Beautiful  is 
the  Saying,  and  true  as  it  is  beautiful :  For  all 
the  tender  Paffions,  all  the  foft  Feelings,  all 
the  joy  and  Pleafure  that  refult  from  the 
gratifying  of  them,  whatever  God  hath  put 
in  human  Nature,  of  kind  and  beneficent ,  is 
heightned ,  is  exalted ,  is  made  dill  more  excel¬ 
lent  by  the  G  0  S  PEL .  But  after  all  the 
Proofs  I  have  already  given,  of  the  Influence 
of  Chriftianity  on  the  human  Mind,  of  its 
Jecret  and  unperceived  Effefls,  I  think  the 
Occafion  of  our  prefent  Meeting  is  remark¬ 
able  enough  to  deferve  a  Mention  even  in  this 
Connexion. 


In  our  Age  and  Country  (which  can  by  no 
Means  be  charged  with  Ignorance,  Bigotry, 
or  Superftition)  that  all  Sorts  of  People  of  all 
Ranks,  of  all  Parties,  of  all  Opinions,  fhould 
unite  in  this  one  charitable  Work ;  and  on 
this  Occafion  lay  afide  all  their  various  Differ¬ 
ences,  muft  arife  from  fomething  very  extra - 
This ,  I  fay  3  is  the  reef  tlio'  too  much 

unheeded 


or  (u  turn 

r  *  •  </ 


unheeded  Effect  of  the  Gofpel :  Thus  “  the 
“  Poor  among  Men  have  Reafon  to  rejoice 
“  in  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael.’9  And  this 
leads  me  to  the  A  P  P  L  ICATIO  N. 

To  recommend  this  Charity  I  fhould  think 
would  require  nothing  more  than  to  explain 
the  Nature  of  it.  Bud  as  Mankind  hath 
been  reprefented,  infen fible  as  they  too  often 
appear  of  the  Afflictions  of  their  Fellow- 
Creatures,  notwithflanding  the  ill  Reprefen- 
tations  that  have  been  made,  the  felfifh  Max¬ 
ims  publifh’d,  and  the  ugly  Pictures  that  have 
been  drawn  of  human  Nature,  there  is  fill 
remaining  a  FU N D  of  Goodnefs  in  the  hu¬ 
man  Soul.  Reflect  with  yourfelves,  you  that 
have  felt  the  Pain,  the  Pangs,  the  Torture  of 
thofe  many  Difeafes  from  which  no  Difri no¬ 
tions  in  human  Life,  either  of  Fortune, 
Strength,  or  Genius,  can  exempt  us ;  and  amidft 
the  Accommodations  of  a  plentiful  Eflate 
have  known  the  important  Aid  of  a  Jkilful 
Phyfician  :  Let  fuch,  I  fay,  refleCt,  how  im¬ 
patiently  they  have  long’d  for  his  Arrival, 
and  with  what  Joy  they  have  felt  the  happy 
Efficacy  of  his  Prefcription :  And  let  them 
refleCt  again ,  had  Poverty  render’d  them 
incapable  of  procuring  fuch  Affiftance,  with 
what  Tranfport  of  Gratitude  they  would 
have  received  the  BenefaCtor  that  fhould  ge~ 
neroufly  have  provided  it  for  them. 

Thefe  are  the  Feelings  of  human  Nature, 
which  want  no  Arguments  to  prove  their 

Truths 
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Truth,  and  I  think  no  Arguments  to  incite 
us  to  give  that  Pleafure  to  others,  which  in  fuch 
Circumftances  we  muft  have  felt  ourfelves., 
and  fhall  feel  again  with  additional  Delight, 
by  a  Readinefs  to  impart  the  like  Relief. 

Now  the  Occafion  of  our  prefent  Meeting 
is,  by  the  Support  of  the  INFIRMARY, 
to  extend  all  this  Eafe  and  Satisfaction,  and 
Joy  to  the  Poor  in  their  other  wife  hopelefs 
Diftrefies ;  and  I  cannot  but  congratulate  our 
Age  and  Country  on  the  Prevalency  and  Suc- 
cels  of  fuch  charitable  Contributions,  Good¬ 
nature  has  long  been  the  National  Character 
of  Great  Britain ,  and  I  believe  no  other 
Time,  no  other  Country,  knee  the  Ages  of 
Primitive  Chriftianity,  can  fhew  an  Exam¬ 
ple  equal  or  parallel  to  it.  Without  the  Aid 
of  Laws,  the  Authority  of  Princes,  or  the 
ufual  Influences  that  guide  Mankind,  feveral 
of  thefe  charitable  Societies  are  eftablifhed, 
where,  independent  on  all  thofe  Ties,  Huma¬ 
nity  (Chriftianity,  I  hope)  has  united  Multi¬ 
tudes  in  one  molt  excellent  Defign,  to  eafe 
the  Pains,  comfort  the  Afflictions,  and  re- 
ftore,  as  far  as  in  their  Power,  the  Plealth  of 
their  Fellow- Creatures,  Can  fuch  an  Infti- 
tution  want  the  Pomp  of  Eloquence,  the 
Force  of  Words,  or  any  other  Art  of  x4ddrefs 
to  incline  Men  to  exert  themfelves  to  the  ut-? 
moft  in  the  Support  of  it  ?  Men,  who  are 
every  Minute  liable  to  all  thofe  Accidents  and 
Calamities,  which  this  Infirmary  is  intended 
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to  remedy.  Can  any  that  now  hear  me  want 
farther  Perfuafion  to  incline  them  JlrenuouJly 
to  promote  an  Undertaking  which  is  at  once 
the  Relief,  the  Honour,  and  the  Glory  of 
human  Nature? 

The  cogent  Reafons  for  eftablifhing  this 
charitable  Foundation,  the  admirable  Rules 
relating  to  the  Management  of  it,  and  the 
peculiar  Advantages  of  having  an  immediate 
Confutation  of  Phyficians  on  all  Emergen¬ 
cies,  have  been  fo  much  infilled  upon,  and 
fo  well  reprelented  by  my  Predeceffors  in  their 
Anniverfary  Dilcourfes  from  this  very  Place, 
that  to  mention  them  again  would  be  a  vain 
Repetition ;  yet  one  Thing  remains  for  me  to 
take  N  otice  of,  to  the  Honour  of  thofe  that 
have  the  Conducting  of  it,  that  not  the  Body 
alone,  but  the  Soul  alfo,  is  taken  Care  of  in 
this  truly-noble,  this  comprehenfive  and  di- 
vinely-great  Inftitution.  The  Regularity  of 
the  (a)  Prayers,  the  good  Books  they  diftribute, 

and 


(«)  The  Hint  above  given  is  fo  much  illuftrated  by  the  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Methods  of  the  INFIRMARY,  in  the  Appendix 
to  one  of  the  little  Pieces  which  they  diftribute  among  their 
Patients ,  that  I  mull  take  the  Liberty  to  infert  the  following 
EXTRACT  from  it,  viz.  “  The  Bifliop  of  London's  Se¬ 
rious  Advice  to  Perfons  <wbo  have  been  Sick,  is  given  by  the 
Governors  of  the  County  Infirmary  at  Northampton  to  every 

Patient  who  is  difcharg’d,  CURE  D _ And  the  Arch- 

“  bijhop  of  Tuam’r  Knowledge  of  Religion  made  eaf)  to  the 
“  meanejl  Capacity,  is  given  to  every  Patient  who  is 

“ADMITTED - And  at  the  fame  Time  that  they 

“  are  furnifh’d  with  thefe  Books,  they  are  folcmnly  reminded 
“  before  the  Committee  by  the  Chairman,  of  their  Duty  to 

“  God 


«< 


a 


a 
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and  the  other  Orders  obferved  in  their  Friendly 
Manfion,  will,  1  hope,  have  its  due  Effedt 
upon  the  Patients  even  after  they  are  difmifs’d,. 
and  prove  it  to  have  joined  the  happy  Pur- 
pofe  of  a  REFORMATORY-  with  thofe 
r  of 


<(  God  and  their  Benefadlor.  The  Sacrament  is  adminifter  d 
“  monthly  and  occajionally ,  (for  which  Purpofe  a  Silver  Cha- 
(t  lice  and  Paten  have  been  prefented  to  the  Society  by  an 
•*  unknown  Benefadlor)  and  a  Three-penny  Pamphlet  is  given 
“  to  every  Communicant,  intituled,  “  The  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord' s  Supper  explained  to  the  meanejl  Capacity ,  in  a  familiar 
“  Dialogue  between  a  Minifer  and  one  of  his  P arijhioners .  — ■ 
«  The  Patients,  by  Way  of  Preparationy  and  that  they  may 
**  entertain  right  Notions  of  the  Nature  and  End  of  the  Sacra- 
«  ment,  are  properly  inftrudled  in  the  Ufes  of  this  excellent  little 
“  Trail,  and  all  imaginable  Pains  are  taken  to  preferve  the 
«  flri&eft  Regularity  of  Manners,  and  a  due  Senfe  of 
«  RELIGION  amongfl:  them  whilft  they  are  in  the 
Infirmary,  which  has  had  upon  fame  of  Them  a.  vifible 
“  EfFedl  out  of  it ;  fo  that  this  Charity  has  the  double  Advan- 
«  tages  both  of  a  REFORMATORY,  as  well  as  an 
««  INFIRMARY,  and  promotes  at  once  the  Good  of  the 
««  Body  and  Soul.— < ~ Happy  are  the  Poor  !  (and  how  thank- 
ii  ful  ought  they  to  be)  whom  Providence  has  plac’d  in  a 
«  COUNTY,  where  fo  excellent  a  Provifion  is  made  for 
«£  them  in  Time  of  their  greateil  Aftiidlions ;  and  from  which 
“  fome  Hundreds  have  already  experienc’d  fo  much  Relief, 
“  and  receiv’d  fuch  valuable  Inilrudtion. 

“  MANY  Diftrefs’d  ObjesRs  axe  fill  reforting  hither  from 
“  all  Parts  of  Nortbamptonjbire,  and  if  a  Change  be  wrought  in 
“  their  Hearts,  and  a  Renewal  actually  begun  in  their  Lives,  it 
may  be,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  the  Means  of  diffufing  the 
«  Good  EffeSs  of  RELIGION  far  and  near  ;  and  k  will, 
«  we  hope,  thro’  his  merciful  Providence,  be  produdlive  in  a 
“  few  Years  of  a  Remarkable  Alteration  in  the  Behaviour  of 
*(  the  Common  People,  which  is  now  in  too  many  Places 
*e  highly  deplorable,  and  extremely  Blocking  to  all  thofe  who 
“  have  a  Sincere  Regard  for  the  Promotion  of  genuine  Chrif- 
tianity,  on  which  alone  the  / olid  Happinefs  of  Society  muf 
“  depends 
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of  an  INFIRMARY. - Great  in- 

deed  their  Ingratitude  to  their  Benefactors, 
greater  ftili  their  Ingratitude  to  Providence,  if 
iuch  Inftances  of  Benevolence,  fuch  won- 
d’rous  Kindnels,  fliall  not  raife  their  Souls  to 
God,  and  make  them,  with  all  the  Humility  of 
Chriffian  Thankfullnefs,  remember  thofe, 
who,  while  they  have  been  labouring  to  booth 
their  Anguifh  and  remove  their  Pain,  have 
added  a  yet  more  important  Effort  to  preferve 
them  from  the  Worm  that  never  dies,  and 
the  Fire  that  fliall  never  be  quenched. 

On  thefe  Occalions  it  is  cuftomary  to  la¬ 
bour  by  pathetick  Pleadings  to  animate  our 
Hearers  to  a  liberal  Contribution ;  and  I 
fhould  earneftly  wifh  to  do  it. — But  what  can 
I  fay  more,  if  the  Motives  of  Humanity; 
the  grand  End  of  Chriftianity,  as  to  this 
World  ;  the  Defeats  and  Diltreffes  which  the 
greateft  of  us  feel ;  and  the  Joy  arifing  from 
the  concioufnels  of  a  benevolent  ACtion, 
make  no  Impreffion  on 'the  Mind?  Thefe 
Confiderations  have  already  been  urged ; 
and  I  will  not  wrong  the  Underjlandings  and 
the  Hearts  of  fuch  an  Audience,  fo  far  as  to 
infinuate  a  Thought  that  Tis  pojjible  they 
fhould  be  unfuccefsful. 

Let  all  of  us  then,  according  to  our  feveral 
Abilities,  endeavour  to  accomplifh  the  Pre¬ 
diction  in  my  Text :  Let  us  fliew  at  leaft, 
that  in  us  it  hath  been  fulfill’d ;  and  let  us 

D  contri- 
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contribute  in  this  Age  of  Infidelity,  to  bring 
on  the  Completion  cf  the  remaining  Part  of 
the  Prophecy,  which  is  fo  folemnty  declar’d 
in  the  23d  and  24th  Veries  o i  the  fame 
Chapter,  viz. 

They  fall  fanBify  my  Name  ;  and  J'anBify 
the  Holy  One  of  Jacob,  and  fall  fear  the  God 
of  Ilrael. 

C1  bey  alfo  that  erred  in  Spirit  fall  come  to 
Underfunding ,  and  they  that  murmured  fall 
learn  DoBrine . 


P  I  N  I  S. 


